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Graduation & Senior Shabbos
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“Inspirational”, “Emotional”, and “Meaningful” is how 
many described their Senior Shabbos experience. 
Families of the graduates, from near and far, united 
in Chesterfield to spend a once-in-a-lifetime Shabbos 
(unless of course you have more than one child in MTI). 
The families shared stories and students reminisced  
- all the while enjoying delicious food throughout 
shabbos. After the Shabbos in Chesterfield, the 
families enjoyed a pizza melava malka with our annual 
game of “Who Knows You Better - Your Roommates 
or Parents?”, followed by spirited dancing and an 
emotional kumzitz. 

It was a wonderful opportunity for the students and 
families to spend time together as the excitement built 
up to the graduation on Sunday. Through heartfelt 
words, the graduates described what MTI meant to 
them and reflected on the growth they experienced 
over their years at yeshiva. Many voiced their pride in 
being part of the "MTI family" and their hope that this 
be just the beginning of their "family" experience. Prior 
to handing out the diplomas, Rabbi Wachsman shared 
some personal impressions of all the graduates and 
concluded with a customized bracha - reflecting the 
desire for each young man to capitalize on his unique 
strengths to serve Hashem.   



We often casually observe the beauty of the loving 
relationship that develops between a rebbe and a talmid. 
Chazal tell us that this is actually a foundational aspect of 
the transmission of Torah from teacher to student. In Parshas 
Behaaloscha, Moshe Rabbeinu makes an unbelievable 
statement. After Klal Yisroel complain about the food in the 
midbar, he turns to Hashem to express that he feels it would 
be better for another leader to be chosen. In analyzing the 
pesukim, the Seforno explains that Moshe Rabbeinu felt 
that since he was not their actual “father”, they did not 
feel his love to the greatest extent and didn’t trust him on 
the highest level. This is astounding! How could Moshe 
Rabbeinu possibly suggest that another individual could 
do a better job simply because Klal Yisroel would love that 
individual more? Additionally, Moshe Rabbeinu was surely 
the greatest talmid chacham! Apparently, this ingredient of 
a loving trust in our leadership is so critical to our mesora, 
that Moshe Rabbeinu felt that even a slight increase in 
those feelings would result in a greater leader!  

This idea is so critical to the chinuch at MTI. We have seen 
our talmidim grow and thrive over the past year in the 
incredible Torah environment that can only be created 
through the powerful relationships that exist between 
rebbe and talmid.  It is with this backdrop that we have 
seen the talmidim develop and grow, watching our ninth 
graders integrate into the yeshiva and experiencing the 
satisfaction of graduating 11 talmidim, prepared to enter 
the next stage of life. We have welcomed many alumni for 
visits throughout the year, culminating with an incredible 
Shavuos including 18 former talmidim returning to spend 
Yom Tov with us. This was followed by a successful annual 
dinner during which we recognized our inaugural “Alumnus 
of the Year”. These milestones are evidence to beautiful 
relationships that are developed here at the yeshiva, 

relationships that last well beyond the high school 
and bais medrash years spent here!

From the desk of the Rosh Yeshiva 
Rabbi Shmuel Wasser
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On Sunday, June 10th, Missouri Torah Institute 
celebrated its 11th annual dinner. The event was 
an emotional and meaningful kiddush Hashem, as 
over 300 participants gathered to memorialize Rabbi 
Dr. Yitzchok Abramson, z”l; recognize Dr. and Mrs. 
Yochanan and Jennie Silverman as Parents of the Year, 
and celebrate the first alumnus of the year, Mr. and Mrs. 
Dovid and Dena Love. 

In memorializing Rabbi Abramson, Mr. Charlie Deutsch, 
dinner chairman, very emotionally expressed his deep 
hakaras hatov to “Reb Yitz” for the countless hours that 
he spent learning with him and helping him to develop 
into the person he is today. It was clear from all of 
those who spoke that the St. Louis Jewish community 
has been forever changed by the work and message of 
Rabbi Dr. Abramson. A very special building dedication 
was made by Mr. and Mrs. Charlie Deutsch and Mr. 
and Mrs. Michael Nudell, together with the extended 

family and friends of Rabbi Dr. Abramson. The newly 
dedicated bais medrash shiur room, with all the 
learning that takes place there, will be an everlasting 
zechus for Rabbi Abramson. Mr. Nudell, as the oldest 
grandson, spoke on behalf of his family and expressed 
his appreciation that his beloved grandfather would be 
forever connected to MTI, a yeshiva that he loved and 
was so proud of. Rabbi Shmuel Wasser, Rosh Yeshiva, 
expressed that the yeshiva is grateful to be building 
upon foundations that were laid by people such as 
Rabbi Dr. Abramson. 

In accepting the honor of parents of the year, Dr. 
and Mrs. Silverman conveyed their strong feelings of 
gratitude to the yeshiva for educating their son Eli, 
an 11th-grader at the yeshiva. They expressed their 
appreciation that MTI exists within the local community 
of St. Louis, providing an excellent chinuch option for 
the local boys. 

This year’s dinner also marked the yeshiva’s inaugural 
“Alumnus of the Year” as the yeshiva recognized its 
special connection with Mr. and Mrs. Dovid Love. Dovid, 
a member of the first graduating class, settled with 
his wife and children in San Diego, California, where 
he has become a leader in advancing ruchniyus in the 
community through attending and hosting different 
shiurim and learning sedarim. Despite having left the 
yeshiva five years ago, Dovid has made it a priority in 
his life to remain closely connected to his Rebbeim and 
chaverim at the yeshiva, strengthening the bonds that 
were created during his time in the yeshiva. 

The inspiration of the evening was further enhanced by 
spirited singing and dancing with music produced by 
MTI students. All in all, it was truly a beautiful evening, 
with the many guests leaving with warm memories of 
another inspiring MTI event.

eleventh
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11th Grade Louisville Shabbaton

Rabbi Hayim Schwartz

Rabbi Nosson Muller

Erev Shabbos Potato Kugel

Rabbi Nota Greenblatt

9th Grade BBQ with Rabbi Gewirtz

Monthly Birthday Celebration

Rabbi Bentzion Chait

Shavuos Prep

Shaimos Burial Professor Marty Rochester

Lag Ba'Omer On Campus Bonfire

Rabbi Menachem Tendler
MTI Biking Club

Rabbi Nosson Fromowitz



Spending the Yom Tov of Shavuos together at MTI is always a major highlight of 
the year.  This year, however, there was an extra buzz and excitement due to the 

large number of alumni flying and driving in creating a palpable energy throughout 
the uplifting three days.
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An Inspiring Shavuos

The MTI 11th graders experienced the life of mar-
bitzei Torah in a small Jewish community for one very 

MTI students are learning to code! High school students learn many skills that will help them as adults in their careers, and which 
have broad life applications. A new tool that is is extremely beneficial is coding – writing or editing computer programs. In 

fact, some analysts predict that coding will be the most important skill for job seekers in the near future. According 
to an interesting analysis in 2015, half of the job descriptions that specified coding as a required skill were in 

non-computer industries, underscoring the importantance of developing a proficiency in coding.
Shabbos passed in a flurry of davening, learning, singing zemiros, and reconnecting with 

old friends.  As Shabbos transitioned into Yom Tov, the talmidim prepared mareh mekomos 
for a vaad by Rabbi Avroham Goldman, elaborating on the battle between the neshoma and 

the guf, and how Torah can help the neshoma to be victorious. Between the chavrusos and the 
lineup of shiurim, there was a powerful and continuous kol Torah throughout the night.  (Many boys 

were so inspired that they even learned through the second night as well!) The following evening, 
MTI continued its annual student speaker series, with Shlomo Krausz, Eli Cunningham, Avraham Yosef 

Staum, Yehuda Zev Kasnett, Shmuel Feder, and Joseph Kaufman sharing words of Torah, chizuk, and 
personal growth. In addition to the Rebbeim coming with their families to the Yeshiva, it was so nice to 

welcome a very special guest. We hosted Rabbi Dovid Goldman and his family for the three day Yom Tov. 
The staff and Talmidim enjoyed spending time and catching up with Rabbi Goldman.

The meals were sumptuous, the extra baked goods from the MTI rebbetzins were absolutely delicious, and the zemiros, 

Computer Programming Pilot Class - Great Success!

With the arrival of beautiful spring and summer weather, MTI 
students and staff enjoyed outings and trips that serve to 
enhance achdus and yeshiva spirit. In honor of Lag B’Omer, 
we played our annual baseball games. The skies over 
the beautiful Chesterfield Valley Athletic Complex 
couldn’t have been more clear, and the friendly 

Destination:

special Shabbos. After a visit to Churchill Downs, home of the 
Kentucky Derby, on Friday, May 11th, the class joined the small 

community of Louisville, Kentucky at the famous historic Anshei Sefard 
Shul for Shabbos. One group learned about life in Louisville and heard from 

This year we introduced our first computer programming class as part of our electives program. Us-
ing a blended learning model, students began with introductory lessons using a training lan-

guage called Karel. Most students mastered Karel and moved on to Javascript, writ-
ing short programs that solved clever challenges. Some students even finished 

this section and moved on to HTML and CSS. It was amazing to see their 
progress in just one semester and we are excited to add AP Computer 

Science to our regular curriculum for next year.

Louisville

singing and divrei torah throughout the meals truly beautified the Yom Tov. 

After Mincha on the 2nd day of Yom Tov, the yeshiva enjoyed a beautiful Neilas Hachag, with a delicious ice cream bar and 
an uplifting kumzitz followed by a finishing touch of meaningful dancing together. Rabbi Wasser also addressed the crowd, 
exhorting everyone to review the lessons and inspiration they received over Yom Tov and try to concretize them into something 
lasting and meaningful. Exciting Lag B'Omer

& Rafting Trip

competitive games were great fun. The annual 
float trip was a success, with students 
and rebbeim rafting and kayaking on 
the peaceful Meramec River. After 
several hours on and in the water, 
the students dried up and 
enjoyed a BBQ, basketball, 
and some great sand 
volleyball at a nearby 

park.

pillar families who have ventured out to realize their vision for Jewish life in Louisville 
over a delicious meal and wonderful oneg. A second group spent their time with another 

pillar family and local guests at a beautiful meal with singing and meaningful discussion. A 
fun-filled melava malka kept everyone awake and entertained. On Sunday, they visited the Louisville 

Slugger Factory and then attended a baseball game at a minor league ballpark. In addition to the tremendous 
experience of achdus that the trip provided for the students, it was truly inspiring for them to see families so 

dedicated to spreading the Word of Hashem to the Jews of Louisville. MTI would like to thank the Blaustein, Mandel 
and Snaid families of Louisville for their hospitality!
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מזל טוב!

MAZEL TOV!

ALUMNI
Mazel Tov to Elie Armstrong on his engagement to Miss Chana Begoun of Chicago, IL! 

Mazel Tov to Yosef Kaufman on his engagement to Miss Rochel Chanales of Kew Gardens, NY!
Mazel Tov to Mr. & Mrs. Dovid Liff on the  birth of a girl! 

Mazel Tov to Mr. & Mrs. Dovid Love on the birth of a boy!
Mazel Tov to Alex Lyss on his marriage to Miss Bexley Trupp of Riverside, CA! 

Mazel Tov to Daniel Manne on his marriage to Miss Chaya Levin of Hamilton, ON!
Mazel Tov to Zach Norowitz on his marriage to Miss Hadara Jacobov of Monsey, NY! 

Mazel Tov to Sammy Reiss on his engagement to Miss Leah Lowenberg of Detroit, MI! 
Mazel Tov to Mr. & Mrs. Shmuel Noble on the birth of a girl! 

Mazel Tov to Mr. & Mrs. Avi Rhodes on the birth of a boy! 
Mazel Tov to Mr. & Mrs. Jason Rosenblum on the birth of a boy!

Mazel Tov to Dovid Winter on his marriage to Miss Sorah Buchsbaum of Elizabeth, NJ! 

STAFF
Mazel Tov to Rabbi & Mrs. Shmuel & Chanie Wasser on the birth of a boy!

Mazel Tov to Rabbi & Mrs. Efraim & Shulamis Fromowitz on the birth of a boy!
Mazel Tov to Dr. & Mrs. Zvi & Angela Tannenbaum on the bar mitzvah of their son!

On Tuesday, May 1st, the Yeshiva gathered together to commemorate 
the shloshim of Mrs. Rona Gitelson,  Rashka bas Nachman Dovid HaLevi. 
She was the beloved mother and mother-in-law of Mr. & Mrs. Alan 
and Rami Rosenzweig, long-time parents of the Yeshiva. She was the 
grandmother of Betzalel, Moshe and Yonah Rosenzweig, all MTI alumni. 
Moshe and Yonah still learn in MTI’s Bais Medrash program. Upon 
learning of Mrs. Gitelson‘s passing, the Yeshiva joined together to finish 
all the Mishnayos Seder Moed as a zechus for her neshama. Following 
divrei zikaron about his grandmother, Moshe made the siyum, and 
invited everyone to partake in a dessert reception. May the learning be 
an everlasting zechus for Mrs. Gitelson’s neshama.

Rosenzweig Siyum
Remembering a Grandparent 
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