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THE SONG OF REDEMPTION

The XA in NIWVN WX NIDN
says JTNY 10712 178A1 10
"9X0%. In the month of 1011 we
were taken out of DMIXN and in
the month of 101 we will merit
the final redemption. Based on
a [2ADAa in DM'WN 'V that re-
fers to N'21N3, R’ Eliyahu Boruch
Finkel explains that 101 isn’t just
a lucky month but rather there
is something that takes place
in 1071 that inspires N2IXA. The
17109 says YIX]1 X1 DMIXIN
YyNnwl NN 221 VAN I Ny
"IPxXA. This s interpreted
by Rashi to mean - winter has
passed, summer days are near,
trees are blossoming for trav-
elers to enjoy. Birds which mi-
grated are back, serenading the
passerby with pleasant sounds
and melody. The turtledoves are
chirping and singing.
R’ Elya Boruch explains that the
feeling of the world singing to 'N
creates a positive energy which
is contagious. We start appreci-
ating everything 'N does for us
and therefore we begin singing
N to 'N. When we daven to
N through NV, our N?°an is
much more powerful and has a
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UV TV, “Rabbi Ela-
zar ben Azariah said, “l am like 70
years old and | haven't merited
to [know the source for] men-
tion[ing] DMXN NKX’ at night
until Ben Zoma darshened it.”

The Chida provides some back-
ground to help us understand the
story of R’ Elazar Ben Azaryah. He
says that R’ Elazar Ben Azaryah's
hair turned white through a mira-
cle so that he would appear much
older than he was and be accept-
ed as a X'W1. Growing old and
being appointed as a XKW1 atoned
for all of his may. The Chida
also quotes the Rambam’s com-
mentary on the NIWN, who writes
that since he toiled day and night
in NN, he grew weak, so it was as
if he was 70 years old, which was
by way of nature. He then quotes
the Arizal, who explains that R’

Elazar Ben Azaryah was a gilgul of

Shmuel Hanavi. Since R’ Elazar
was 18, and Shmuel Hanavi died
at 52, he was “NIY DWaV 110-
like 70 years old.”

The question regarding this is that
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DIDYOU STEALYOUR MEAL?
The Alter of Kelm

Rav Simcha Zissel Ziv
(1829-1898)

The innkeeper of a small town
was delighted when R' Simcha
Zissel, accompanied by another
scholar, came to her inn. She
served them a lovely meal and
waited on them most graciousy.
In her excitement over receiving
such holy guets, she told them
while serving about her cows and
geese, her chickens and potatoes.
The other scholar kept his head
in a sefer the whole time and
paid no attention to the woman's
idle chatter. But R' Simcha Zissel
listened attentively, responding
and asking questions as if he
were interested in every detail.
Before leaving, the guests
wanted to pay for the meal but
the innkeeper refused to accept
money. "Should | lose the merit
of this mitzvah," she explained,
"for a little bit of money?"

After they were well on their
way, R' Simcha Zissel turned
to his companion and asked,
"Aren't you concerned that you
transgressed  the  prohibition
against stealing? You ate and

drank, but did not pay!"



greater chance of being answered.

This is the reason why in the mid-
dle of 221 we say NY'WIN 'N KIX

X1. The next time we are enjoying
a beautiful spring day, let us re-
member to feel 'N’s love and to
Jjoin with the chirping birds in N"W
to 'N. May we all be zoche to hear
the world singing N’V and to the
NP2 NN2Y NN
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i he was such a great DN TN?N that he aged prematurely, had all his
MY atoned and was fit to be the XKW1, why wasn’t R’ Elazar Ben
Azaryah able to figure out this drasha until R* Zoma said it?

The Chida answers that since Ben Zoma was designated to teach this
NN thought and bring it into the world, he, and nobody else, no mat-
ter how fit they were, was the one who taught it. In fact, when nwn
1227 went up to D N, he heard 'N talking in NN, and "N was stating
MI2?20 in the name of the person who would teach each person that
would teach them later in history. The reason for this is that each per-
son has their own unique portion of NN,

This idea should be a source of inspiration and excitement regarding
our NN learning while giving us a sense of responsibility. We should be
aware that on any given day, we may be designated to bring a specific
new Torah thoughts into the world. What a tremendous responsbility
we have in our learning as not learning Torah could perhaps prevent
new Torah thoughts from entering the world! We should also recognize
that when we learn NN and come up with a WITN, we are literally
bringing new NN thoughts into the world.
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"What do you mean?" responded
his companion. "We offered to pay
her for the meal!"

"True," said R' Simcha Zissel. "But

you saw how much satisfaction the

woman derived from speaking to

us, yet you refrained from paying
attention to her conversation.
Thus you benefited from her
meal without giving anything in
exchange”

Reprinted with permission from “Sparks
of Mussar” by Rabbi Chaim Ephraim
Zaitchik, Feldheim Publishers
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